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The time has come when months of planning will come to fruition. The Democracy For America 
training conference will open for two days at Gettysburg College on Saturday September 10. The 
conference begins at 8:30 AM on the 10th and will end at 4:30 PM on Sunday September 11. There 
are still a limited number of spaces left in the training and registration is possible at 
www.GettysburgAreaDFA.org . Click on "training opportunities." Then click on "Pennsylvania DFA 
training" and fill out the form. The cost of the 2 day training is $50.00 and $20.00 for students and 
fixed incomes. This includes breakfast and lunch each day, plus all training materials.  
 
"This training opportunity is one we should not let pass," said Roger Lund, vice chair of GADFA and 
chair of the conference host committee. "For two days we will receive time tested, top notch training 
from DFA staffers and DFA endorsed candidates from Pittsburgh and Philadelphia. Practical, 
grassroots training techniques for both people involved in campaigns and those thinking about 
running for office will be the focus of the training."  
 
Speaking the first day at lunch will be Tonya Payne, Pittsburgh City Council Candidate. Tonya has 
been a community activist for many years and finally decided to run for office herself. With the 
support and endorsement of Democracy For America, Tonya defeated an entrenched incumbent in 
this year's primary, paving the way for victory in November. Tonya will speak about grass roots 
organizing, fighting the "establishment," and not giving up.  
 
On the second day, we will hear from Sen. LeAnna Washington who will share with us how a 
person, with the help of a social welfare system, can over come great adversity. As an African 
American teenage mother, high school dropout, former welfare recipient, and victim of sexual abuse 
and domestic violence, Sen. Washington is the kind of American that Bush and Santorum’s policies 
have abandoned.  Instead, LeAnna had support from her immediate community and public assistance 
from our larger American community. The return on that investment? LeAnna Washington went on 
to earn her Masters Degree in Human Services from Lincoln University and is an alumnus of 
Harvard’s John F. Kennedy School of Government. Sen. Washington has given back to her 
community through five years in a human services career followed by 12 years of service in the PA 
House. This May, with the endorsement and support of Democracy For America, LeAnna was 
elected to fill out the term for a vacate Senate seat in her district. At the same time, she raised three 
healthy, successful children and became a proud grandmother. LeAnna Washington knows first hand 
about socially progressive politics.  
 
In addition, there will be many opportunities to network with others from DFA coalition groups 
around the state. On Saturday night, from 5:30 to 8:30, a picnic will be held at the park at Gettysburg 
College which is being hosted by GADFA. Admission will be $5.00. We ask all GADFA members to 
bring a salad or dessert to pass. If your dish is vegetarian, please have a small sign to indicate that. 
Contact Chris Goodacre (chendelezo@hotmail.com) if you are able to attend and donate a dish. We 
are pleased that the group, Watermelon Sugar, has consented to entertain us at the picnic. This duo is 
well known in the Washington DC area and we appreciate them donating their talent and time in 
support of the DFA cause.  
 
"That Gettysburg was chosen to host this conference was a vote of support from the national 
organization and the leadership of the state organization," said Lund. "Taking advantage of this 
opportunity is critical to the success of our efforts to take back our county, state and our party in the 
future. I hope all will attend." In addition, DFA members made possible five scholarships for students 
to attend the conference; three students from Gettysburg College, one from Mt. Saint Mary's and one 
from McDaniel College. In addition, other DFA coalition groups from around the state have 
sponsored scholarships to the conference. Many GADFA volunteers have offered their homes to out-
of-towners and they will hear soon who has been assigned to their homes. Please join us to learn, 
share and grow. This is an opportunity that will not come our way again soon. Please sign up.  
 

Last Chance to Sign -up for DFA Training  

	  

  

Tonya Payne 

  Sen. LeAnna Washington 
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 On Saturday, August 20 volunteers from the Gettysburg Area 
Democracy For America (GADFA) group met to clean a two mile stretch 
of Route 30 in Oxford Township. This activity is in conjunction with 
PennDot's "Adopt A Highway" program. GADFA has adopted the 
portion of Route 30 from Kilpatrick to Brickcrafters Road. "Community 
volunteerism is the lifeblood of any area, but especially so in Adams 
County," said Sue Bumbaugh, chair of the Environmental Task Force 
for GADFA. "Much of the traffic on our roads, and therefore the litter 
dropped on those roads, comes from the large number of tourists who 
come to the Gettysburg area. Little in the way of governmental support 
exists, as Pennsylvania transportation funding formulas do not include 
tourism as a funding factor. GADFA decided to step up to the plate and 
help keep our community cleaner and welcoming." This effort is part of
a national campaign by Democracy For America named "Democracy 
Corps." Believing that support for community is the bedrock of 
democracy, DFA encourages local coalition groups to take on projects 
such as "Adopt A Highway."  The clean-up was a huge success with 
approximately 15 bags of trash collected and 5 bags of recycling. 

GADFA Adopts a Highway  

On the warm summer evening of 
August 4, State Treasurer Bob 
Casey, Jr., challenging for the U.S. 
Senate seat now held by Rick 
Santorum, visited the picturesque 
Hidden Horse Farm in East Berlin, 
home of Gerald and Helen Sajer.  
Casey was greeted by a crowd of 85 
Adams Countians, who paid $100 to 
$250 to provide much needed early 
support for his Senate campaign.  
The event, informally organized by 
the Sajers, Elaine Jones, Mark Berg 
and Bill Gilmartin in cooperation with 
the Casey campaign, was a huge 
success.  Over $15,000 was raised 
during the evening, more than 50% 
higher than the original goal.   

The event, the first political 
fundraiser ever for many in 
attendance, was highlighted by a 
fabulous dinner prepared by Helen 
Sajer (Note for the future: few 
fundraisers have this kind of spread!) 
and by the appearance of Bob 
Casey, Jr.  Arriving promptly with the 
crowd, Casey circulated among 
attendees, shaking hands and 
making initial greetings.  He 

was escorted to the backyard and 
introduced by the evening’s host 
Gerald Sajer.  In the grandest of 
American soap box traditions, Casey 
then spoke for 15 minutes to the 
crowd, assembled among lawn 
chairs and picnic tables, even those 
on a second floor porch, the upper 
deck if you will.  Casey stressed that 
his campaign and his future service 
in the Senate is all about putting 
Pennsylvania first and the interests 
of Pennsylvanians above all else, 
and especially above the political 
battles for partisan advantage in 
Washington that seem to consume 
Senator Santorum. 

While Casey had a very positive 
message, highlighting education and 
health care among other domestic 
issues, he also lashed out at 
Santorum’s public statements that 
show him to be outside the 
mainstream of American values.  
Casey cited comments in 
Santorum’s new book that call public 
education “weird” and two earner 
families as “greedy” as examples of 
someone who does not serve the  

best interests of families in 
Pennsylvania today. 

Having won over a crowd already 
predisposed to support him, Casey 
then proceeded to bowl over 
everyone by spending the next 90 
minutes speaking one-on-one with 
each and every person who cared to 
do so.  And, most people there took 
him up on it as well, giving him an 
earful on most any issue you can 
imagine.  He handled these
interactions superbly. 

Following two successful John Kerry 
fundraising house parties locally last 
year, the Casey event shows that 
many Adams County activists are 
ready for “high dollar” fundraising 
events, not as a substitute but as a 
complement to traditional means of 
raising funds locally in Adams 
County.  And, of course, there is 
never any substitute for the most 
important thing we can contribute: 
our time and dedication to organizing 
for elections and spreading the good 
word among our family, friends and 
neighbors. 

BOB CASEY, JR. VISIT TO ADAMS COUNTY WINS HIM 
CAMPAIGN FUNDS AND NEW FRIENDS 

By Bill Gilmartin  



Arctic National Wildlife Refuge Off—Limits! 
 
On September 20th at 11:00AM, thousands of concerned 
citizens will gather on the West Lawn of the U.S. Capitol to 
tell Congress to keep the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge off-
limits to oil drilling. The Environmental Task Force is 
coordinating a carpool to Washington to participate in this 
important event. Carpools will leave Gettysburg at 7:00AM 
and return in the early evening. If you'd like to participate, 
contact Brett or Cindy Snyder at 677-4276 or by email at 
RefugeRescue@hotmail.com Drilling in the Arctic Refuge will 
forever damage a national treasure. Please help us in 
protecting this great wilderness! 
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Pennsylvania House Votes Itself Huge Pay Raise, whi le Stonewalling on Minimum Wage  
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Iraq Task Force seeks Bus Riders to DC 
Rally 

A mass march to call for an end to the Iraq War will be held in 
Washington DC on Saturday, September 24.  The mass 
action is sponsored by numerous groups, inspired by 
“A.N.S.W.E.R” (Act Now to Stop War & End Racism).  If there 
is sufficient interest, we will rent a bus.  The bus will leave the 
Gettysburg Outlet at 8 AM on Sept. 24 and will deliver us to 
the Washington Monument in time for the rally. We will return 
from DC between 4 and 4:30.  The cost is $20 per person, 
and should be paid up front.  Either send your check made 
out to “GADFA” to Elaine Jones, Box 489, Arendtsville, PA, 
17303 by September 8, or bring it to the next Meetup in 
Valentine Hall on Wednesday, September 7 at the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary.  (If there is not enough interest in 
renting the bus, all contributions will be returned and car 
pools arranged.)  For more info., contact Sherrill Brown 
(firstcorpanv@webtv.net) or Jeanne Neylon @ 334-7337.�

The self-serving priorities of our PA 
Legislature have been exposed. Pennsylvania 
Democracy for America groups took the lead 
in demanding a repeal of the pay raise in 
exchange for raising the minimum wage for 
all Pennsylvanians.  Consider the stealth 
behavior of our elected officials: 

In the middle of the night, the General 
Assembly passed a 16 percent to 34 percent 
pay hike at 2 in the morning on July 7, as the 
last order of business before starting their 
summer recess. According to Allentown 
Columnist Donald Hoffman the action was 
“reminiscent of the tactics used to pass the 
state's slot machine legislation.  There were 
no public hearings, no floor debate. It was 
just a quick vote, followed by nothing but tail 
lights and squealing tires racing out of 
Harrisburg.” 

 

Our legislators will now earn a base pay of 
$81,050 annually and this does not include 
their car allowance of $7800/year or their 
daily expense allowance of $129.  The raise 
the legislature approved increases their pay 
by $11,403. Compare this to an Adams 
County resident working a full year at 40 
hours per week at the minimum wage of 
$5.15/hour. The minimum wage earner will 
earn $10,712, meaning they will earn less in 
a full year than the legislators received in a 
pay raise alone! 

Meanwhile, our legislators would not even 
bring the vote to raise the minimum wage in 
PA to the floor.  17 other states, including 
New York, New Jersey and Delaware which 
border Pennsylvania have raised their
minimum wage. 

All told, the pay-raise bill will cost 
Pennsylvanians at least $18 million.  Adams 
County Rep. Steve Maitland voted for the raise, 
and joined with the other legislators who found 
a way to circumvent the PA Constitution (which 
bars midterm raises) by collecting an equivalent 
amount of the raise as expense vouchers until 
their wages go up.  Another local Republican, 
Steve Nickol, voted against the raise and 
refused to accept it.  To sign a petition calling 
for a repeal of the pay raise, go to 
www.pafordemocracy.org . 

More important, consider how we can recruit 
candidates to change the priorities of our state 
legislature, providing equal opportunity for all 
our PA citizens, and fiscal responsibility in
place of unabashed greed.  Start by attending 
our DFA training on September 10 & 11 (see 
related story). 

Elaine L. Jones, Chair, GADFA 

Candlelight Vigil Fills New Oxford Circle 
 
On Wednesday, August 17 local mothers, family members of fallen soldiers, 
and other concerned citizens held a vigil in New Oxford in support of Cindy 
Sheehan, the mother camped out in Texas demanding that President Bush 
explain why he sent her son Casey to die in Iraq. Over 1500 vigils took place 
across the country at the same time.  “It was exciting to see how many people 
turned out to express their support for Cindy and their concern about the Iraq 
War,” said Elaine Jones, chair of Gettysburg Area DFA.  “We only had two 
days notice about the national vigils, and over 75 people showed up in New 
Oxford.  Lots of people driving by honked and waived to show their support.  
People want to know why their sons and daughters are dying, and what plans 
this administration has for ending this war,” said Jones.  Roger Lund said 
Americans don’t realize they can support the troops and still be against the war.  
It’s important that they know that questioning our leadership isn’t unpatriotic 
and doesn’t mean they are not for the troops, he said.  Since the vigil there has 
been increasing interest in expressing concern about the war.  (See related 
article on bus to DC for anti-war protest on September 24). 
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