
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Environmental Task Force 

We’re expanding.   
Now two monthly meetings. 

***** 
3rd Thursday, 7 PM, 

Ragged Edge, regular meeting 
 

1st Friday, 6 PM, 
Appalachian Brewing Co. 

 on 30W, preparation 
 for Earth Day 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Scenes from December’s 
demonstration in support of the 

Arctic Refuge on the 
Gettysburg Square 

 
 

Iraq Task Force  
Last Wednesdays  

Jan 25th and Feb 22nd 
   7 - 8:30 PM, Ragged Edge 

**** 
We are currently planning a 
community forum to raise 

awareness of the 
destructiveness of the war. 
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Do you feel like we just had an election, and that the next one is a long way off?  
Well, don’t rest yet, because we are ready to roll and make history in Adams County 
in 2006.  Long before the November showcase races for US Senate and PA 
Governor, we need to prepare for the May Primary.  For the first time in a long while, 
Democrats are poised to field candidates for the 19th US Congressional District (the 
seat currently held by Todd Platts), for the 91st representational district in the PA 
legislature (the seat currently held by Stephen Maitland), and potentially for the 193rd 
representational district (the seat currently held by Steven Nichols).   
 
Obtaining a ballot position for Congress or the State Legislature in PA is no easy 
matter.  Over a few short weeks in February and March, candidates need to collect 
signatures (the number varies according to the race) from qualified, registered 
Democrats and follow precise rules in order not to have those signatures disqualified.  
Our goal in DFA, here and across the country, is to make sure that we have 
progressive candidates for every position and volunteers to help them succeed.  Proof 
of our growing vitality is reflected in the real possibility that the May Primary will 
offer choices between Democratic candidates for Congress and the State House.  
(Other party candidates, including Greens, can only add their names to the mix after 
the May Primary has settled the Democratic and Republican party candidates.) 
 
Little known to the Adams County electorate, committee members to serve on the 
Adams County Democratic Committee (ACDC) are also elected at the Democratic 
Primary in even-year elections.  In the past, little effort has been made to field 
candidates for these positions, which have largely gone vacant.   There are 49 
precincts in Adams County and each precinct can have two representatives for a total 
of 98.  In 2006 we want to be sure we have at least one representative for each and 
every precinct.  The obvious source for new candidates is the Gettysburg Area 
DFA.  Help us fill every one of those 98 slots!  You only need to find ten registered 
Democrats from your precinct to sign a petition to get your name on the ballot.   
 
After the 2004 Kerry campaign, many disappointed activists decided to follow the 
slogan:  “Don’t mourn, organize!”  If we want to take our country back, we need to 
exercise our democratic rights and responsibilities and get involved.  If you don’t feel 
you can be a precinct committee member, find a progressive neighbor who will.  At 
the very least, sign a petition for someone you can support – and start talking to your 
friends about why they need to vote, and who is worthy of that vote.  Let’s go for it! 
 
                                                                     Elaine Jones, Chair 
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It’s Not Just for  

Groundhogs Anymore 
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A Task Force Rising? 
 
A preliminary meeting called by 
Carol Brown to explore the 
creation of a new task force called 
Watchdog PA to focus on 
Pennsylvania politics and the state 
legislature took place in January.  
Issues of interest to this group 
include increasing the minimum 
wage in Pennsylvania, property 
taxes, state funding priorities, and 
environmental concerns in 
Pennsylvania.  
 

Lou Hammann has proposed that 
Democracy Rising PA 
(www.democracyrisingpa.com),a 
coalition of politically active 
organizations in PA, could 
provide the basis for addressing 
our concerns. The organizations 
already committed to work in the 
Democracy Rising Coalition are: 
Common Cause of PA, 
Commonwealth Foundation, 
League of Women Voters of PA, 
Lutheran Advocacy Ministry of 
Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania 
Council of Churches, and the 
Pennsylvania Public Interest 
Research Group.  This group was 
instrumental in challenging the 
legislature’s discredited pay raise.  
It is currently projecting a 
“constitutional convention” to 
critique and eventually modify the 
state constitution.   

 

If you are interested in a 
Watchdog PA task force, please 
get in touch with Lou Hammann 
(lhammann@gettysburg.edu) or 
Carol Brown 
(longstrt@adelphia.net) or 
Elaine Jones at 677-9442.  
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Kate Michelman, speaker at the 
Gettysburg Area DFA general 
meeting in August 2005, will 
sign her book “WITH LIBERTY 
AND JUSTICE FOR ALL: A Life 
Spent Protecting the Right to 
Choose” during First Friday, 
February 3, 2006,  from  
5 p.m. – 7 p.m.,  at Gallery 30,  
30 York Street, Gettysburg.  
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the K Street Connection 
                   -Will Lane 
 

Recently, the Republican leadership 
has sought to reinvent Senator 
Santorum as a champion of ethics 
reform in Congress. They’ve even 
had him stand beside John McCain 
for a photo-op at which McCain 
quipped in reference to the new Rick: 
“This only goes to show that if you 
live long enough anything can 
happen.” 
 

But the old Rick has been a player for 
years. The K Street Project is a 
Republican effort to force powerful 
lobbyists and trade associations whose 
offices line K Street in Washington to 
hire only Republicans and to get rid of 
Democrats at their firms. Those who 
comply are rewarded with access to 
the powerful. Those who resist are 
refused that access. Tom Delay ran the 
show for the House side, but our own 
Senator Rick Santorum has managed  
 

things for the Senate side.  He has 
convened the group since it 
began.According to an article in 
the New York Times on Tuesday, 
January 17, “At least once a month 
on Tuesdays, Mr. Santorum, 
Republican of Pennsylvania, plays 
host to some of the most prominent 
influence peddlers in Washington, 
chatting them up about the 
Congressional agenda as part of 
the K Street Project.”  
 
 
Is There a Notary Public  

in the House? 
 

Before nomination petitions can be 
filed with the election boards for 
positions on the May primary 
ballot, petitions need to be 
notarized, certifying the 
information of the petition 
circulator.  For the convenience of 
DFA affiliates who are circulating 
petitions, we would like to provide 
the services of a Notary Public at 
the March 1st general meeting to 
take care of this task.  If you are a 
Notary (or know someone who is), 
who can come to the May 1st 
meeting, please contact  
Marianne Crouthamel at 
(mcrouthamel@supernet.com) or 
Elaine Jones at 677-9442. 
 

Nomination petitions may be 
circulated between February 
14 and March 7.  If petition 
circulators have their 
documents notarized on 
March 1st that will leave 
adequate time for candidates 
to collate their petitions and 
file them with election boards 
on March 8.

 
Gettysburg Area DFA Newsletter is published each month via mail, e-mail and website posting. 

 To add your name to the mailing list, contact EvelynASteen@aol.com or Elaine Jones at (717) 677-9442. 
Submissions should be sent to JoAnn Udovich, editor, udovich@cvn.net (717) 642-8311 

  

  

 

 



A Rhodes for 
Progressive 

Politics 
 
Luke Norris , student coordinator for the DFA 
conference held at Gettysburg College in September, 
and chair of the Gettysburg College DFA chapter, 
has been chosen as a Rhodes Scholar for 2006.  
Luke, a native of Brigantine, NJ, was selected from 
more than 900 applicants representing 333 colleges 
and universities.  As the first Rhodes Scholar from 
Gettysburg College since 1917, Luke will begin study 
at Oxford University in England next October, pursing 
graduate studies in international relations.  The 
scholarship will fund two or three years at Oxford, 
and Roger Lund reports that Luke’s research there 
will focus on how international relations have 
changed now that "non-state actors", such as terrorist 
groups, figure so greatly in international affairs. 
 
Luke will present his senior honors thesis on school 
desegregation at the April meeting of the Midwest 
Political Science Association.  In addition to his DFA 
activities, he is also the founder of Operation Nuclear 
Disappear, a fellow at the Center for the Study of the 
Presidency, and president of Gettysburg College's 
Law and Justice Society.  He has also traveled to 
South America as part of a public service trip to 
Argentinean schools.   
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After careful reconsideration of his party affiliation, Patrick 
Naugle is announcing his candidacy in the Democratic 
Primary for the 91st representational district of the PA State 
House.  This district (currently represented by Republican, 
Stephen Mailand) takes in a little more than half of Adams 
County (essentially the southwest, including Gettysburg) 
as well as two precincts in Franklin County.  The 
announcement will be released to area newspapers on 
Thursday, January 26.   Mark Berg will serve as Campaign 
Manager. 
 
Pat Naugle , a life-long resident of south-central 
Pennsylvania, has been involved with many community 
activities, mostly focused on water resources, 
conservation, and land-use issues.  Speaking about his 
candidacy, Pat Naugle reports:  “Much of the credit for my 
decision [to enter the race for State Representative] rests 
with DFA.  The energy and dedication of the organization 
is inspiring… Clearly, new blood and a fresh approach are 
desperately needed so that Pennsylvania can meet the 
challenges of the future.”  
 
 
 
 

 

Social Justice Update   
 
Following on the January general meeting featuring Megan Shreve , Director, South Central Community Action 
Programs, Kathy Nelson-Small , Director, United Way of Adams County and Peter Vriens , Director, Adams County 
Children and Youth Services, Susan Naugle reports on pending legislation in the Congress: 
 
TANF Reauthorization .  Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) was enacted in 1996 to replace the old 
welfare entitlement program.  Originally TANF put a time limit of 5 years on receipt of welfare cash benefits and 
required states to have 50% of TANF adults in qualified work.  A state could reduce that requirement if it reduced its 
TANF caseload, and since 1996 TANF caseloads have decreased by more than 50%.  Now 10 years on, the Budget 
Bill for FY2006 currently before congress includes TANF reauthorization.  However, the new legislation would reset 
the caseload requirements, again requiring states to have at least half of TANF adults working, unless the state can 
reduce TANF caseloads after 2005.  Unfortunately, caseloads are no longer decreasing and are starting to increase in 
many states.  Furthermore, the law would also apply the 50% work requirement to TANF programs that are fully 
funded by the states!  PA is among those states which have committed state dollars to continue aid to families beyond 
the federal five-year limit.  The Bill before Congress also fails to include an increase in child-care funding, and even 
the Administration predicts the loss of at least 200,000 child-care slots over the next 5 years.  Many families remaining 
on TANF face multiple barriers, and access to quality child care is essential to helping TANF families become self-
sufficient.   With Dick Cheney’s deciding vote, the Senate passed the Budget bill before Christmas of 2005, and the 
matter comes before the House for final vote on February 1, 2006. 
 

 
For a full calendar of monthly activities, see the website www.gettysburgareadfa.org 
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Gettysburg Area DFA General Meeting 
 

Wednesday, February 1, 2006 
 

“A Reprieve for the Arctic Wilderness” 
a power-point presentation by Bret & Cynthia Snyder  

 

and 
 

“Getting on the Ballot for the May Primary” 
 Review of procedures by GADFA Candidate Developmen t Task Force, 

for circulating petitions for Democratic candidates  for  
US Congress and PA State Representative,  

with Sam Giardullo, Adams County Democratic Committ ee Chair, 
on how to be elected as local Democratic Committee representative ����
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Room 206, Valentine Hall 
Gettysburg Lutheran Theological Seminary, 7-9 p.m. 


