
  Endorsement 
              matters …

Ned Lamont, winner of the August 
Democratic Primary for the 
Connecticut  Senate seat,
 July 25, 2006: "When I was 
thinking about this race [for 
Senate against Joe Lieberman], 
the first group I went to was 
Democracy for America . [ I met 
with a representative] at a diner in 
Norwalk, and he told me how 
important this race was, and I told 
him I was going to do it.   Then I 
went to the Jefferson Jackson 
Bailey dinner, and the first person
who sat down at our table was Jim 
Dean from Democracy for 
America . One of the first 
endorsements we got, and it was 
a real shot in the arm for the 
Lamont campaign , was from 
Democracy for America.  You
guys have been with me every 
step of the way."

Roger Lund, Campaign Manager, 
Avillo for Congress, concerning a 
write-in campaign for DCCC 
endorsement, August 17, 2006:   
 “Many of you are aware that the 
Democratic Congressional 
Campaign Committee (DCCC) 
has decided to target fewer than 
40 Congressional races around the 
country.  Our district is among 
those  being ignored .  The DCCC 
will NEVER give a district like 
ours attention UNLESS it 
becomes crystal clear that we are 
organized and excited about our 
chances. ”
[Phil Avillo was endorsed by 
Gettysburg Area DFA in April 
2006.]
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Pat Naugle has been going door-to-door talking to voters nearly every 
day in his bid to take over the Pennsylvania House Seat previously held 
by Steve Maitland.

So what do people care about?  “One issue that comes up over and over 
is Property Tax,” said Naugle .  Anyone who has served on a local school 
board knows that it is a hot button issue--an issue that makes people 
angry, and not very rational.  

To become better informed on the topic, we have decided to focus our 
next Meetup on “Funding Our Schools:  The Property Tax Dilemma.”   Is 
this a fair way to pay for our kids’ education?  As a member of the Upper 
Adams School Board, I can assure you that we were not at all happy 
about having to raise property taxes again this year in order to pass a 
balanced school budget. 

Why are property taxes so high in Adams County?  Why aren’t they the 
same in every district?  Did the new law claiming to reduce property taxes 
solve anything?  What is the real dilemma? Why can’t the PA Legislature 
agree on real reforms?  

We are delighted to have three experts --who come from three different 
vantage points—agree to speak on this topic on Wednesday, September 
6th.  Our guest speakers are:

�ƒ The Honorable Steven Nickol (representing  the 193 rd State 
Legislative District)

�ƒ Dr. Eric Eshbach (Superintendent of Schools for Upper Adams 
School District)

�ƒ Dr. Donald Morabito (former staff of Pennsylvania State Education 
Association and director of the National Education Association
Political Action Committee in Washington DC. Currently, 
Executive Director of the PA State Democratic Party). 

Mark your calendar, and BRING A FRIEND, A NEIGHBOR, or BOTH.  
One of the purposes of Gettysburg Area DFA is to help to educate 
ourselves and our community.   In the words of John F. Kennedy: “The 
ignorance of one voter in a democracy impairs the security of all.”   

                                                                             Elaine L. Jones. Chair   

T he  P roperty  T ax D ilemm a
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Song in the Air
               --Will Lane

Are you a progressive who likes to sing?  Maybe the 
newly forming Progressive Song Circle is just right 
for you. It’s the first project of the brand new 
Gettysburg Area DFA Music Task Force which is 
also looking for volunteers.

The mission of the Music Task Force is to explore 
ways in which music of all kinds can be used to build 
community and to energize and sustain progressive 
activists.  Along with the Song Circle, possible 
projects include work on benefits concerts and—
from time to time—leading group singing before or 
after meetings.

All traditions, instruments, and levels of skill will be 
welcome at our song circle. Folk, Classical, Rock, 
Punk, Old Time, Gospel or Blues: whatever your 
song tradition, all you need to participate is a desire 
to sing and a willingness to listen to others as they 
share what they bring to the circle.

The first meeting of both the Progressive Song 
Circle and the Music Task Force will be held from 
7:00-9:00 p.m. on Sunday, September 10 at the 
home of Will and Anne Lane at 1420 Russell Tavern 
Road.  To get involved, or for more information, 
send an email to wlane@gettysburg.edu  or call 677-
9483.

Senate Race Activities

Although Bob Casey continues to hold an edge 
over Rick Santorum in the polls, the race is 

tightening, and Santorum has a huge war chest 
of funds to continue his dishonest negative 

campaigning on the airwaves.  The only way 
we can compete is ON THE GROUND.  We 
have a host of election activities planned.  If 

you want to help, please contact Elaine Jones 
at 677-9442 or e-mail 

elainelynchjones@gmail.com

Don’t Forget Letters to the Editor!

From the Media Committee:  The following letter 
appeared recently in five area newspapers. Don’t 
forget your LTEs! They can make a real impact.  

To the Editor:

I was surprised to read in a recent A.P. article (8/7/06) that 
about 50% of Americans now believe that Saddam 
Hussein had Weapons of Mass Destruction or WMDs. But 
I was even more surprised to learn the reason why.

According to the article, a recent Harris Poll showed that 
the number of respondents believing in Iraqi WMDs had 
jumped from 36% last year to a full 50% in July of this 
year. How come?

Partly, again according to the article, it’s a result of 
people’s need to make sense of the mess in Iraq. How 
could we be fighting there for no good reason? How could 
we be putting so many of our finest young people at risk 
and spending about a billion dollars a week in a war that’s 
not really necessary?  

But the article went on to describe a more specific reason 
for the big jump in WMD believers. Two weeks before the 
poll, Senator Rick Santorum of Pennsylvania and a 
Republican Congressman came out with an “intelligence” 
report that claimed that “500 chemical munitions had been 
collected in Iraq since 2003.”

Never mind that according to the Pentagon these fifteen-
year-old shells were “degraded,” not usable as artillery 
shells, and found in junk piles in twos and threes. Talk-
radio and Fox News picked up Santorum’s report and 
turned its allegations into truth for the people who rely on 
these sources for their news.

Why does this matter? It matters because this kind of self-
serving deceit has put our country at risk by getting us 
bogged down in a war that really wasn’t necessary in the 
first place but is proving very difficult to get out of in an 
honorable way.

This also matters because it reveals what kind of Senator 
we have had in Rick Santorum for the last six years. We 
have a chance to get rid of him in November. Republican, 
Democrat, Independent, whatever our party or political 
perspective, we have a responsibility, I think, to take that 
opportunity seriously.

Will Lane
Gettysburg
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Notable Republicans Speak Their 
Minds–and Bring Hot Topics to

Gettysburg

Sept 6th Meetup on Property Taxes
The Honorable Steven R. Nickol, Republican of Hanover, 
has represented the 193rd legislative district in the 
Pennsylvania State House since 1991, and is no stranger to 
state battles over property tax reform.   Nickol is widely 
admired by Gettysburg Area DFA affiliates for his views 
on social justice and willingness to meet with constituents 
on a wide variety of issues.  In addition to serving as Chair 
of the Subcommittee on Fiscal Policy of the House 
Appropriations, he is also the Vice Chair of the Public 
School Employees Retirement System Board, one of the 
nation's largest public pension funds.   A graduate of York 
Country Day School, Nickol attended Franklin & Marshall 
College.  

According to his website (www.stevenickol.com), Rep. 
Nickol has been a strong advocate in Harrisburg to change 
state school subsidy distributions to reflect the number of 
students a school district must educate, thereby, driving 
more state dollars to our growing schools.  And, he has 
taken a special interest in fighting for school districts, like 
those he represents, that face the added cost of educating 
children from homes where English is a second language.
  
The public is invited to attend the September 6th meeting at 
7 pm at the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Room 206 of 
Valentine Hall.

***************************

September 28th Public Event at Gettysburg College

A top aide to General Colin Powell for over 15 years, U.S.
Army Colonel Larry Wilkerson  has accepted an invitation 
to Gettysburg by the Political Science Department to discuss 
his opposition to the war in Iraq.  

Colonel Wilkerson served as special assistant to General 
Powell when he lead the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff and later 
when Powell was chosen by the Bush Administration’s to be 
Secretary of State, Wilkerson became Chief of Staff of the
State Department. 

Because of his lifetime of military achievements and his 
close association with General Powell, Wilkerson 
attracted national press attention when he broke ranks 
with his former boss and accused President Bush and his 
top people of carrying out a reckless foreign policy and 
imperiling the future of the U.S. military.

As reported by Dana Milbank in the Washington Post on 
October 20, 2005:  “Speaking out yesterday [October 19, 
2005], Larry Wilkerson said the vice president and the 
secretary of defense created a ‘Cheney-Rumsfeld cabal’ 
that hijacked U.S. foreign policy. Addressing scholars, 
journalists and others at the New America Foundation, 
Wilkerson accused Bush of ‘cowboyism’ and said he had 
viewed Condoleezza Rice as ‘extremely weak.’”

The public lecture takes place at 7:30 in the Mara 
Auditorum, Master’s Hall, Gettysburg College on Thursday, 
September 28.  The event is co-sponsored by the Gettysburg 
Area DFA with the coordination of the Iraq Task Force

President Bush Tours 
Harley Plant in York; 

Plant Workers Endorse Avillo

The same day that President Bush attempted to give a boost 
to Rep. Todd Platts by visiting the Harley Davidson plant in 
York, Democratic Congressional Candidate Phil Avillo 
announced that he has received the endorsement of the local 
unit of the International Association of Machinists and 
Aerospace Workers.   IAMAW District 98 represents 6400 
workers across the state. 

In explaining the union’s support for Phil Avillo, Tom 
Boger, Directing Business Representative for the Union 
said, “We believe Avillo won’t be a ‘yes man’ to the 
President.  Todd Platts’ record shows that whatever the 
President wants, [Platts] gives him.”

Avillo, a decorated Vietnam Veteran with a long history of 
community service, noted that “union workers are the 
backbone of this country, and I’m proud to receive the 
endorsement from Local 98.” 

According to recent media reports, Rep. Todd Platts lobbied 
hard to get President George W. Bush to make a campaign 
stop in the 19th District.  However it was not enough to earn 
the support of the Union workers who assemble the Harley 
Davidson Motorcycles, one of the most recognized 
American icons worldwide.

“It’s a shame,” said Avillo, “that my opponent hasn’t put 
more effort into representing working men and women 
during the last six years. If he had put his energy into the 
right priorities, maybe the Federal budget would be 
balanced, and maybe minimum wage workers would have a 
shot at the American Dream.”   Platts’ critics cite his 
support of tax cuts for the “super-rich,” his vote increasing 
the costs of college loans, and support for privatizing Social 
Security as evidence he has lost touch with the values of his 
district.
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From the Campaigns…..
Pat Naugle  reports:  

Get your yard signs!
Naugle yard signs are available 

and can be delivered.

I am continuing to go door-to-door, and I estimate I 
have visited over 3000 houses since I started my 
campaign.  We had a very successful progressive 
dinner fundraiser, which jointly benefited the Avillo 
Campaign, in July.  A special thank you to Ruthe 
Craley and Kerr and Susan Thompson for hosting 
the “Appetizers for Naugle.”  Another fundraiser is 
upcoming on September 16 when I will pedal to 
Harrisburg along with several other cyclists.  Sue 
Bumbaugh is organizing the event (see box below).
On August 17, I spoke to the Concerned Citizens of 
Straban Township about land preservation and 
water issues.  I have a "Meet the Candidate" event 
scheduled for August 28 at 7 PM at “Mom's 
Coffeepot" (formerly Ross' Coffee Shop) on West 
Middle Street in Gettysburg.

Check Pat’s website at www.patnaugle.com  for 
other events.

Naugle Goes to Harrisburg

Saturday, September 16, 2006

Bike Ride

Sponsor the Naugle Dozen and support Pat’s 
campaign to represent the 91st Legislative 

District as The Dozen rides to the steps of the 
Harrisburg Capital!

For more information and to sponsor a rider 
contact:

Friends of Patrick Naugle at  
patricknaugle@superpa.net  or 334-1142

Sue Bumbaugh at longpinelake@yahoo.com  or 
677-6293

Phil Avillo  reports:  Thank you to all our Gettysburg 
Area DFA friends who attended the two most recent 
fundraisers in Adams County. We especially want to 
thank the entire Kellett clan on July 29 and the 
Sullivans on August 20 for hosting each event. 
Money, unfortunately, is necessary in a campaign if 
we hope to get our message out to the voters. Your 
assistance now is helping us to achieve our goals of 
reaching the voters of this fine district before the 
November election. 

At the RENDELL LUNCH (July 25 th at the Carriage 
House Restaurant)

                                                       --photo Sue Bumbaugh

Governor Rendell with ACDC Chair Mike Pavlovich 
(sporting Avillo for Congress button)

General Sajer Hosts THE BOB CASEY FAMILY 

After touring the battlefield on July 21st Bob and 
Terese Casey and their four daughters came to the 
home of Gerald and Helen Sajer to greet about 60 
area supporters.  For the second time, Adams 
County voters contributed more than $14,000 dollars 
to the Casey campaign at a Sajer event -- and once 
again Helen outdid herself with her delicious 
appetizers and dinner for the crowd. 

Bob Casey with Pat and Susan Naugle
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Update on Iraq Forum

No doubt you tossed the July fund-raising letter from Jim Dean, the national DFA chair, in the trash with the 
rest of the junk mail.  After all, all your available funds this summer were directed toward the Naugle, Avillo 
and Casey campaigns. 

But we, Gettysburg Area DFA, were featured in that letter.  Buried on page 2, after all the hype to raise funds 
to support Iraq forums across the country, the letter reads:  “We’re getting great feedback from communities 
that have already held Iraq War Forums.  For example, the Gettysburg Area DFA  hosted a spirited forum 
appropriately called, “Isn’t it Time We Really Talked about IRAQ?” with Pennsylvania State Senator Vincent 
Fumo and Robin Kanegis of the Friends Committee on National Legislation as guest speakers.”  [Nota bene: 
Gettysburg Area DFA received no funds from the national organization in support of this program, and, in 
fact, the speakers contributed their time and provided for their own transportation.]  

Enclosed with the letter was a reprint from The Evening Sun  of their coverage of our event.  According to the 
letter, Iraq forums are now scheduled by DFA groups in some 40 other locations around the country.

This summer has also yielded a crop of books critical of the Iraq endeavor including:

Gettysburg Area DFA Newsletter is published each month via mail, e-mail and website posting.
To add your name to the mailing list, contact EvelynASteen@aol.com  or Elaine Jones at (717) 677-9442.

Submissions should be sent to JoAnn Udovich, editor, udovich@cvn.net , (717) 642-8311.

Thomas E. Ricks
Fiasco 

Peter W. Galbraith
The End of Iraq

Rory Stewart
The Prince of the 
Marshes

Vali Nasr
The Shia Revival: 
How Conflicts 
within Islam Will 
Shape the Future



  
  GETTYSBURG AREA DFA

P.O. Box 489
Arendtsville, PA  17303

Special Event

Thursday, September 28
7:30 p.m.

Mara Auditorium 
Master’s Hall, Gettysburg College

Larry Wilkerson
Former chief of staff 

to Secretary of State Colin Powell, 
speaking on 

“Iraq: Yesterday and Today”

Sponsored by Gettysburg College 
Political Science Department 

in cooperation with 
Gettysburg Area DFA

and the Iraq Task Force

Gettysburg Area DFA – Monthly Meet-Up
Wednesday, Sept 6, 2006

“Funding Our Schools: The Property Tax Dilemma”

with guest speakers

Representative Steve Nickol (R), 193 rd District
Upper Adams School Superintendent, Dr. Eric Eshbach 

Dr. Donald Morabito, Executive Director, Democratic Party of PA

Room 206, Valentine Hall
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg, 7- 9 p.m.

Refreshments at 6:30 – Meeting starts promptly at 7:00

www.GettysburgAreaDFA.org


