
Debate Schedule:

On Channel 8 (WGAL), 
October 9 th, Noon News
State Legislative 
Candidates, Patrick 
Naugle and Dan Maul 

In Gettysburg, 
October 26, 7 p.m.
Ballroom, 
Gettysburg Hotel, 
Sponsored by the 
Gettysburg Times and 
the Farm Bureau

In New Oxford
October 10, 7 p.m.
New Brethern Home

In Carlisle 
October 9, 7p.m.
Schlecter Auditorium, 
Dickinson College 

Note regarding
Letters to the Editor:
Both the Gettysburg Times
and the Hanover Evening 
Sun will stop accepting 
Letters to the Editor in 
support of specific 
candidates approximately 
two weeks before the 
general election.  The 
editors of both papers 
promise that the exact 
date of the cut-off will be 
advertised in their pages.  
If you have something to 
say (preferably in 150 
words or less, with two or 
three concrete reasons 
for supporting a 
candidate), NOW  is the 
time to send your letters 
to the newspapers.
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GETTYSBURG AREA 
                      DEMOCRACY FOR AMERICA 

September is always a busy month.  But somehow this year seems different.  Beyond 
the usual barrage of back-to-school events and apple festivals, the political activities 
are piling up on each other (and us).  It’s hard to believe this an “off-year” election.  At 
the grand opening of the Democratic Headquarters (104 Chambersburg Street) last 
week, County Commissioner Tom Weaver noted that Adams County has very 
competitive races at every level of government, with unusually strong Democratic Party 
candidates in Bob Casey for Senate, Phil Avillo for Congress, and Pat Naugle for State 
Representative.  Every poll I’ve heard lately predicts the possibility of major shake-ups 
in the political landscape that could result in a new direction for the country.  

The last time there was such a political upheaval was 1994, the year of the Republican 
landslide in which many Democrats were ousted from Congress, including our own 
Pennsylvania Democratic Senator, Harris Wofford.  We are delighted that Senator 
Wofford has agreed to come to the Democratic Dinner at the Gettysburg Hotel on 
Friday September 29 to discuss “What does the 2006 election mean for America?”  
(See biographical information on page 5.)  Senator Wofford narrowly lost his bid for re-
election to a young Republican Congressman named Rick Santorum.  Who would have 
thought that in 12 years Senator Santorum would be the third most powerful 
Republican in the Senate, with aspirations of becoming a U.S. President?  This year 
Santorum is also considered one of the most vulnerable Senators in the country.  He 
has been spending buckets of money to destroy the reputation and advantage held by 
Bob Casey Jr.  Part of the Fall Frenzy is the grassroots organizing many of us are 
engaged in to make sure that we stop Mr. Santorum here in Pennsylvania, and elect a 
Senator who will be a voice for honesty not distortions, of tolerance not arrogance, of 
reason not extremism.

The same week Senator Wofford speaks to the Democrats, Col. Larry Wilkerson,
former Chief-of-Staff to the Secretary of State Colin Powell, will speak at Gettysburg 
College in Mara Auditorium on Thursday, September 28 at 7:30.  Gettysburg Area DFA 
is a co-sponsor of this event with the political science department at Gettysburg 
College.  Wilkerson takes up unexpected theme, “Is Ours a Radical Republic?”  
Colonel Wilkerson made headlines for his critique of the Administration’s policy on Iraq, 
calling it “a blunder of historic proportions.”  (More information on Wilkerson was 
included in the last newsletter.)

Whether or not you are able to attend the Wilkerson and Wofford talks, come to the 
Meetup in October for reflection in the midst of the frenzy.  We will summarize what our 
out-of-town visitors had to say, and follow up with our own views on Iraq and other 
topics that are critically important to the November 7 election.  Opening our discussion 
will be Bruce Larson, a faculty member at Gettysburg College who specializes in the 
American electoral process and teaches a wide variety of courses, on Congress, 
Political Parties, Campaigns and Elections, and Public Opinion.  

So pause.  Come early for refreshments, and join our conversation on why all this 
frenzy will pay off in November.                                                                         

                                                                                               Elaine L. Jones, Chair

Fall of Frenzy
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A WORKING VISIT TO 
UGANDAN SCHOOLS

        Former Peace Corps volunteer Alan Olson, along 
with four other Americans including Fairfield High School 
Teacher Carl Katsu, spent two weeks in June visiting 
Uganda.  The centerpiece the trip was the all-day outdoor 
celebration of the 45th Anniversary of the Peace Corps on 
Sunday, June 25th.   Alan stayed another 10 days to work 
at his former school Muntuyera Kitunga in Ankole SW 
Uganda, where he served as volunteer science/math 
teacher (along with his wife Cathy) from 1970-72.  

Alan reports:  
        The trip for five us of started with a Saturday evening 
dinner in Kampala at the home of McGrath Jean Thomas, 
country director for Peace Corps.  We learned that current 
Peace Corps Volunteers are working in HIV/AIDS 
prevention and in primary teacher support, and new 
volunteers will also be working with small business 
development and micro-finance.  On Sunday, we attended 
services at the Namirembe Cathedral (Church of Uganda), 
and enjoyed an extended lunch at the home of Fawn and 
John Cousens with several of their Ugandan friends.
        Monday (day 1) was a mini-version of Peace Corps 
training: an hour of language training (basic greetings and 
expressions in Luganda), an hour and a half of cross-
cultural training/awareness, and a talk "Education in 
Uganda: Past, Present and Future Hopes" by Stephen 
Mugume of the inspectorate in Mbarara.   The afternoon 
was occupied by an extended walking tour of the Oweno 
market, a wild mix of traditional and modern goods, with 
dinner at  a favorite Indian restaurant.
       On Tuesday, along with Carl Katsu (teacher of 
Environmental and Space Science at Fairfield High School 
and a former PC volunteer teacher in Morocco), I settled in 
at  Mengo Senior Secondary for the remainder of the  
week, observing science and math classes, conferring with 
science teachers, and sorting, repairing, labeling and 
explaining some of their science equipment.   We also gave 
some science demonstrations for S4 students.  At a dinner 
of Chinese food Tuesday night, we also happened to meet 
Justice Bart Katureebe of the Supreme Court of Uganda, a 
1968 student of Peace Corps volunteers at my school in 
Ankole.
       On Sunday June 25th, we all attended the celebration 
of the 45th Anniversary of the Peace Corps in the enclosed 
compound of the Peace Corps’ Kampala office.  It was a 
grand affair with mural paintings, games, great food, and  
speeches by Minister of Education Hon. Namirembe 
Bitamazire,  US Ambassador Steve Browning, and from a 
present and a past (VERY past) volunteer (me), and plenty 
of opportunity to meet people.

        The second week, Carl and I went to visit the Alliance 
Secondary School in Ibanda, a small private co-ed Senior 1 
to 4 started by a friend, Jeeb Rwomushana, a 4-hour bus 
ride plus 1-hour taxi ride southwest of Kampala.  The 
school has flourished since I last visited in 2003, buying 
land and building classrooms, close to doubling in 
enrollment, associating with a local primary school and 
with a commercial school.  However, their science lab 
consists for now of a 3' x 9' storeroom in the girls' 
dormitory, until they can build another dormitory.  Our 
primary contribution was to straighten out that storeroom.
We also gave science demonstrations to the S4 students.
One evening, Carl gave an astronomy class outdoors for 
about 100 students and teachers, the largest attendance he's 
ever had.  He talked about the Milky Way, Southern Cross, 
orange giants, Scorpio, and Jupiter. I was hoping that one 
of the students would say "Oh, my grandfather calls that 
group of stars …,"  but no such luck.
        On Friday (day 12), the five of us got together for 
dinner, to compare notes on our experiences, and to wrap 
up our visit.  We dined on local matooke and ground nut 
sauce (now g-nut), chick peas and beans,  kabalagala 
(small bananas), bagoye (large bananas), millet, posho, 
rice.  Carl is vegetarian and got along great!
        After saying good-bye to my co-travelers, I stayed
another ten days to work at my former school Muntuyera 
Kitunga in Ankole:  fixing, cleaning, explaining, labeling
science lab equipment.
        Some general observations…  Uganda has had 
unusually dry weather, so a shortage of water to drive the 
hydro-electric generators becomes a shortage of main 
power.  Most areas have AC power only every other day, 
coming on or off at 6 PM, termed "load shedding" when 
going off.   But nobody is particularly surprised when this 
target is missed by several hours.  Small motor generators 
are widely available in towns, and widely used.  In-town 
roads have incredible pot holes; even slowing to 2 mph, the 
car may "bottom out".  And traffic jams in Kampala are 
legendary.  Ugandans are much more attuned to close-
quarter misses in traffic, amazing to see how it works.
Ugandans initially complain of potholes and "load 
shedding" and traffic, but seem to be used to it, and just get 
on with their lives.  Uganda is a very Christian nation:
grace is said at all meals, and prayers offered at school 
assemblies.  One morning a traveling mission team had a 
full hour all-school assembly for prayer and testimony.  It 
seems to work.  Washing hands before meals has become 
universal:  even in the village someone will come around 
with a plastic basin, pitcher of water, and bar of soap, and 
no towel (to spread germs).
         One of the surprises was how often Ugandans would 
comment how young we look, since we taught 35 years 
ago, and ask what our secrets of youth are. Well . . .
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From the Campaigns … Pat Naugle
  Naugle Goes to Harrisburg 

                                                       (via Bicycle)
                                            --Sue Bumbaugh

On Saturday September 16 candidate for the 91st 
district, Patrick Naugle, bicycled to Harrisburg to 
symbolize his election on November 7. Joining Pat 
for the 41 mile trek were cyclists, Susan Naugle, 
Sue Bumbaugh, Emily Ricketts, Jake Shindel, Art 
Henne, Tom Jolin, Jim Thomas, and Ellen Thomas 
and sag drivers Carol Brown and Robert Lasco. 
Congressional candidate for the 19th district Phil 
Avillo joined our group for a portion of the ride along 
with friend Frank Herman.

Pat Naugle with bikers at ACDC headquarters, Gettysburg

Departing from the Democratic headquarters on 104 
Chambersburg St., Gettysburg, at 8:30 a.m., the 
“Naugle Dozen” was given an energizing send off by 
about 30 supporters.   Wearing white-and-blue 
Naugle T-shirts, our merry group rode in a steady 
drizzle. Undaunted by the rain, occasional 
challenges of heavy fossil fuel burning traffic, and a 
tumble by Pat off his bike, we rode on and arrived in 
Harrisburg at 1:15 p.m.  Now you know how Pat got 
that black eye!

Standing on the Capital steps listening to Pat speak, 
I realized just how strong the spirit of determination 
is to reclaim our 
democracy and 
Take Our 
Country Back .  
It was an honor 
to have shared 
this important 
and fun event 
with so many 
patriots 
answering the 
call to defend                      At the State Capitol
America’s demo-
cracy against the insanity occurring under the Bush 
administration and its corporate cronies.

                           Six-Point Plan for
Reform of the State Legislature

                                                   --Patrick Naugle

The need for legislative reform in Harrisburg goes far 
beyond last year’s rescinded pay raise.  Legislators 
have acted in their own self-interest far too often at the 
people’s expense.  From excessive legislative perks to 
governing practices that are not in the best interest of 
the public, the Legislature is in need of healthy reform.  
I support reform initiatives that will make our State 
government more open and more responsive to the 
residents of the Commonwealth.

•  Establish an independent commission to review 
legislative salaries and perks and implement the 
recommended reforms.

•  Reduce the power of seniority by imposing term 
limits on leadership positions, including 
committee chairs.

•  Revise the operating rules of the General 
Assembly to insure that all members, not just the 
leadership, have fair opportunities to participate 
in drafting, considering and amending bills.

•  Reduce the influence of lobbyists by establishing 
lobbyist disclosure laws and banning gifts and 
entertainment.

•  Publish legislator voting results on Senate and 
House websites within 24 hours of the vote with 
links to the specific bill.  This would apply to 
committee votes, procedural votes, and votes on 
amendments and final passage.

•  Reduce the size of the Legislature – one of the 
largest and most costly in the Nation.

From the Campaigns … Bob Casey
Latest Poll Numbers

The latest Keystone Poll from Franklin and Marshall 
College (conducted between September 13 and 18, 2006) 
shows Bob Casey with a 7-point lead over Rick Santorum. 
The survey sample size was 604 registered voters, with a 
margin of error of +/-4%.  The results:
                                                 45% Casey (D)
                                                 38% Santorum (R) (Inc.)
                                                  5% Romanelli (G)

These figures are essentially unchanged from August.  
Given the level of television advertising, the lack of 
movement in the polls is remarkable.  Geographically, 
Santorum leads only in the Central area of the state.
Casey's unfavorable rating has risen for the third straight 
poll and now stands at 22%.  Santorum's unfavorable rating 
is 37% (unchanged from August).  Each candidate's 
favorable rating dropped from August, Casey's by 2 points 
to 29% and Santorum's by 1 point to 36%. 
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Let the debates begin….Phil Avillo  
The debate season of private and public events for he 
congressional candidates began in August with most of the 
public events still to take place (see calendar on front page).  
The culminating event will be held in Gettysburg at the 
Gettysburg Hotel on October 26.

The first meeting between Phil Avillo and Todd Platts took 
place on August 6 at the pavilion at the Lake Meade ball field 
in an event organized by Dona Maguire and Warren Steen.  
About 70 people attended the Sunday afternoon program.  
Warren Steen reports:   “Todd Platts spoke first, saying very 
little about his positions on the issues, while spending most 
of his 10 minutes talking about his family and his childhood.
He then took questions from several in the audience.  In 
response to one questioner regarding his party being a 
“rubber stamp” of Bush policies, he tried to make a case for 
being independent of his party by pointing out a number of 
instances when he stood with the Democrats against a Bush 
position.  Phil Avillo addressing the audience for his 10 
minutes, briefly discussed his own family life, but then delved 
into the issues, beginning with the Iraq war.”  

Since this first event, two additional debates have taken 
place in York where Green Party candidate Derf Maitland 
joined Todd Platts and 
Phil Avillo.   More than 
200 people attended a 
private event at the 
Rotary Club of York on 
Wednesday afternoon, 
August 30.  This event 
was moderated by Bob 
Jensenius of the York 
County Chamber of 
Commerce.   The 
inaugural public debate      Phil Avillo at Lake Meade
featuring  the three 
candidates was held at Penn State-York on Monday, 
September 18, moderated by political science professor 
Chuck Kennedy.  Attendance at this event was also reported 
in excess of 200.

The Rotary Club event began with introductory remarks from 
the three candidates.  Following the pattern set at Lake 
Meade, Platts spoke of his parents and the sense of 
community service he learned from them.  Avillo mentioned 
his background as an infantry platoon leader in Vietnam, 
where he earned a Purple Heart. And Maitland, who runs 
the Reader's Cafe Bookstore and Coffee Shop in Hanover, 
cited his experience as the owner of a small business.

As reported by the Hanover Evening Sun, both debates 
addressed a number of topics, but the Iraq war emerged as 
the dominant issue.  

On August 30, the Evening Sun reported that “while he didn't 
characterize it as a mistake,” Platts said the decision to 
invade Iraq must be considered in the context of what 
intelligence was available at the time. Platts argued “that 
many good things have come about as a result of Saddam 
Hussein's removal and the subsequent U.S. involvement.”  

"We've helped a democracy come to life," the Evening 
Sun reported Platts as saying.  

On September 18, Platts acknowledged, as reported by 
the Evening Sun, that in the current effort in Iraq has 
included some mistakes.  Roger Lund, Campaign 
Manager for the Avillo for Congress, quoted Platts as 
saying “mistakes have been made.”   But Platts reiterated 
his earlier position that the decision to go to war was 
based on the best intelligence available at the time, adding 
that terrorist attacks on the United States started earlier 
than 2001 with events such as the attack on the USS Cole 
in Yemen, and the first World Trade Center attack in 1993.

Avillo, on August 30, pointed out that the administration 
had no strategy for what to do once Saddam was 
removed, and the question now is how to extricate U.S. 
forces.   "What we need in Iraq is a clearly defined 
mission," Avillo said

On September 18, Avillo added that while the attack on 
Afghanistan was justifiable, the war in Iraq was not. He 
said the government needs to do more for the troops there 
in terms of providing them with supplies, domestic support 
and a clear mission.  "We can best the terrorists, but we're 
not going to do it in a haphazard way," Avillo said.

Maitland focused the need for getting U.S. forces out with 
a minimum of harm and characterized the war as a 
mistake from the beginning.  "All of the explanations 
coming out of the administration did not make sense to 
me," Maitland said.

On other issues, Avillo and Maitland expressed support  
for the Kyoto Treaty, while Platts argued that another 
solution should be found.  Platts and Avillo agreed that 
there should be a more focus on the war on terrorism, 
while Maitland expressed the view that the Republicans 
used terrorism as a tactic to frighten and distract the 
American people.   All agreed that the US should reduce 
dependence on foreign oil.  Nevertheless, Platts indicated 
support for drilling the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, 
while the other candidates disagreed.  

The issue of immigration came up at the September 18th 
event.  Avillo and Maitland said they would support a plan 
that would allow illegal immigrants already settled in the 
country to remain. Platts, however, said he believes that 
illegal aliens should be made to go through the legal 
process for applying for residency and citizenship, just as 
legal immigrants had to.  

The Avillo camp summarized their candidate’s 
performance on September 18th:  “During the nearly two-
hour debate, Avillo drew spontaneous applause on a 
number of occasions, including his support for 
international law and the Geneva Convention. In his 
rousing closing remarks, Avillo drew on his military 
background and spoke passionately about a new vision for 
America.  ‘If you’re happy with the way things are, I’m not 
your guy. But if you want to have this war resolved; if you 
want to have a balanced budget; if you want the 
environment protected; if you want change, send a Marine 
to Washington.’”
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Property Tax Re-dux
--Mark Berg

At the September DFA Meet-Up, Representative Steve 
Nickol explained the inequities that result from using the 
local property tax to fund public schools. The state used to 
pay 55% of the cost of schools, but now pays only 36%. 
School districts in growing counties like Adams and York 
are significantly shortchanged because of a funding 
formula that has not been updated in more than a decade.

However, the debate over how to reduce property taxes 
overlooks the key fact: state revenue from corporate taxes 
fell from 30% of General Fund revenue in 1971-72 to 19% 
in 2004-2005. Who makes up the difference? Local 
property owners.  82% of Pennsylvania corporations pay 
no Corporate Net Income tax at all; of the corporations that 
do pay, only 6% pay more than $10,000. In fact, 63% of 
the corporations pay $300 or less in income tax and Capital 
Stock and Franchise Tax combined. (In 2004, 
Pennsylvanians paid $832 per person in state and local 
income taxes.)

The Republican-led legislature, beginning with then-
Governor Ridge, reduced business taxes at a cost to 
Pennsylvanians of $1 billion per year, every year. The 
argument has always been that Pennsylvania’s rates are so 
high that businesses leave and new businesses will not 
come here. But that’s not true. A report by the Keystone 
Research Center showed that businesses pay a lower share 
of state and local taxes in Pennsylvania than they do in 31 
other states; a 1999 study found that, for typical 
manufacturing firms, Pennsylvania had the second-lowest 
business taxes in a group of 10 states that includes nine 
other mid-Atlantic and southeastern states.

The approach recommended by the Pennsylvania 
Association of Rural and Small Schools would reduce 
property taxes 50-70% over five years. A state fund would 
be created and earmarked to reimburse school districts, 
$400 million the first year, rising to $2 billion the fifth 
year, based on the number of pupils. It would provide 80% 
of the statewide median instructional expense, now $9,204. 
With the state providing this money, local school districts 
could reduce local property taxes significantly.

Taxpayers should stop blaming school boards, school 
administrators, and teachers for the financial problems 
our schools face. Population growth, inflation, unfunded 
mandates, and the need to meet the standards of No 

Student Left Behind, are the real causes of the growth of 
school budgets. It’s time businesses in Pennsylvania paid 
their fair share.

                                                                 photo, Evelyn Steen

Speakers Eric Eshbach, Steve Nickol and Abe Ameros
 at September DFA Meet-UP.

Harris Wofford at Gettysburg Hotel

Former Senator Harris Wofford will be the keynote 
speaker at the September 29 Democratic Dinner at the 
Gettysburg Hotel at 6 pm.  (For tickets to the dinner call 
HQ at 334-1801.)  Wofford, Pennsylvania's Senator from 
1991 until defeated by Rick Santorum in 1994, will be 
speaking on behalf of Bob Casey's challenge to 
Santorum and "What do the 2006 Elections Mean for 
America?"   

Wofford has had a major impact on civil rights and 
national service from the fifties to the present.   An 
advisor to Martin Luther King  in the early days of the 
Civil Rights movement, Wofford is credited with 
convincing JFK to call King's wife when King was in 
jail, and express his support– a move that many believe 
helped sway the African American vote in his favor.  In 
1961 he helped Sargent Shriver launch the Peace Corps 
and later became its Associate Director.

Serving as the president Bryn Mawr College from 1970
to 1978, Wofford was subsequently appointed as the 
state’s Secretary of Labor and Industry by then PA 
Governor, Bob Casey, Sr.  After Pennsylvania Senator 
John Heinz was killed in an airplane accident, Governor 
Casey appointed Wofford to the US Senate in 1991. 

Wofford current serves as an advisor to and a Senior 
Fellow at the Case Foundation.  

Gettysburg Area DFA Newsletter is published each month via mail, e-mail and website posting.
To add your name to the mailing list, contact EvelynASteen@aol.com  or Elaine Jones at (717) 677-9442.

Submissions should be sent to JoAnn Udovich, editor, udovich@cvn.net , (717) 642-8311.



  

  GETTYSBURG AREA DFA
P.O. Box 489
Arendtsville, PA  17303

Special Event

Thursday, September 28
7:30 p.m.

Mara Auditorium 
Master’s Hall, Gettysburg College

Larry Wilkerson
Former chief of staff 

to Secretary of State Colin Powell, 
speaking on 

“Is Ours a Radical Republic”

Sponsored by Gettysburg College 
Political Science Department 

in cooperation with 
Gettysburg Area DFA

and the Iraq Task Force

Gettysburg Area DFA – Monthly Meet-Up
Wednesday, October 4, 2006

Reflection during a Fall of Frenzy
“ “What does the 2006 election mean for America?”

General review and discussion of talks by Larry Wilkerson and Harris Wofford
with opening remarks by 

Bruce Larson, Gettysburg College, Department of Political Science

Room 206, Valentine Hall
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg, 7- 9 p.m.

www.GettysburgAreaDFA.org



Refreshments at 6:30 – Meeting starts promptly at 7:00


